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Minutes of the seventy-second meeting of the

Palms Neighborhood Council (PNC) and its Representative Assembly

General Board Meeting
Wednesday, January 13, 2010
IMAN Center, 3376 Motor Avenue, Palms, California, U.S.A.

1.  Call to order and welcome
President Dee Olomajeye called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.
2.  Roll call

Roll call was taken by Secretary Niall MacMenamin.  Board Members present:

M. Dee Olomajeye, President

Jason Buchalter, Treasurer

Niall MacMenamin, Secretary

Neal James Anderberg, Palms Depot Business

Lori Donahoo, Palms West Residential
Charles Miller, Exposition Residential
Rob Olague, Motor Residential
Terry Robinson, Non-Profits

Bernie Thurman, Studio Residential
Members absent: Todd Robinson, Vice-President; Mate “Matt” Gaspar, Overland Residential; John Riordan, Pacific Electric Business; and Sandy Varga, Charnock Ranch Business.
Nine of the thirteen Board Members were present at the beginning of the Meeting, which is a quorum, so the Board could make Motions and take votes.  Also attending: seven Stakeholders and guests.
3.  Public forum
There were no comments from the public at this time.
4.  New Restaurant in Palms
The representative was not in attendance.
5. Announcements 

There were no additional announcements at this time.

6.  Government Representative Announcements & Reports
Marco Meneghin, Field Rep. for State Assembly 47th District Majority Leader Karen Bass (323-937-4747; Marco.Meneghin@asm.ca.gov), reported that “the State is looking at a $21 billion deficit.”  He announced the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Parade on Crenshaw Blvd.; all are invited.  Also, the 2010 People's Council Kick-Off will be Sunday, January 24, 2010, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. at Los Angeles High School [Memorial Hall, 4650 W. Olympic Blvd.]; RSVP to 323-937-4747.  Also, there’ll be a “Cash for College” Workshop January 30th, also at Los Angeles High School.
Gabriel and Milton, Census 2010 Recruiters, announced that part-time Census Taker jobs are available; most pay $17 per hour.  The Census will be mailed in March; those who don’t return them will be personally contacted.  It’s important for Federal allocations; see www.2010CensusJobs.gov.
Jay Greenstein, Field Deputy for L.A. City District Five Councilman Paul Koretz (818-971-3088; Jay.Greenstein@lacity.org; www.lacity.org/council/cd5), reported that the sushi restaurant at Overland Ave. and Lawler St. applied for a Conditional Use Permit to serve alcohol.  They did community outreach and posted meeting notices.  (Niall MacMenamin added that he e-mailed information regarding this to the Land Use Committee.)  Unhitched trailers parked on City streets are increasing; a recent court ruling will “allow the City to . . . ban them . . . [they’re] taking up parking, especially in business districts.”  City Councilmembers Koretz and Zine recently introduced a Motion to ban the trailers.  Also, the City Attorney is committed to banning outdoor electronic digital billboards.  The City Council has made a number of adjustments to legislation regarding medical marijuana clinics.  Neal Anderberg added that the developer of the Palms Blvd. and Motor Ave. property filed to build another project; their previous project was controversial.  Mr. Greenstein noted that the previous project was “by right.”  Mr. Anderberg and Ms. Olomajeye requested that the Councilman’s Office let the PNC know about land use proposals and changes.  Mr. Greenstein distributed a flyer inviting everyone to workshops regarding a “Proposed New Park at 10234 W. National Boulevard (Former Fire Station #43).”  He stated that the Councilman supports the new Park and that community meetings are being held; also, that Juan Ceja, LAPD Pacific Division Senior Lead Officer (310-482-6334; 32929@lapd.lacity.org) reported that a recent community meeting agreed that the Park should have a two-floor community center, including tutoring space.
Mr. Anderberg reported that Guelaguetza Restaurant [that was at 11127 Palms Blvd.] closed.
a) President’s Report (Olomajeye) Motion: Approve the signing of the 2010 Census Community Action Partner Agreement for 2010 Census.

Dee Olomajeye explained that the Census is seeking help educating people; for example, citizenship status is not being questioned.  It was announced that there’ll be a Census Meeting January 20th at the Mar Vista Public Library at Venice Blvd. and Inglewood Blvd.  Ms. Olomajeye suggested and it was agreed to TABLE the proposed Motion.  There was discussion regarding who can represent the PNC at the Meeting.
b) Secretary’s Report (MacMenamin) Approval of Minutes from Nov and Dec 2009 Board Meetings, website, other.
MOTION (by Niall MacMenamin, seconded by Neal Anderberg): to approve the November 4, 2009 and December 2, 2009 General Board Meeting Minutes as written.

MOTION PASSED without any objections.
Mr. MacMenamin encouraged people to submit items for the PNC website [www.PalmsLA.org].
c) Treasurer’s Report (Buchalter) – DONE funds and new rules on what NCs can charge on the NC card.
Jason Buchalter distributed and reviewed a “[PNC] Balance Sheet Prepared on Roll-Over of all NC Funds Prepared 1/1/10” and a “[PNC] Income and Expense Statement, 7/1/09 – 1/10/10.”  He reported that he attended an NC Treasurers Meeting with DONE [the L.A. Department of Neighborhood Empowerment].  “There’s no word with the rollover . . .  They haven’t given an exact number . . .  There’re a lot of problems with [NC] credit cards.”  DONE is in the process of “revamping” its audit system.  There was discussion regarding NC allocations for the Toy Giveaway and similar expenditures needing to be reimbursed.  Also, more Library allocation processing paperwork was completed.  Dee Olomajeye noted that Mr. Buchalter went to DONE and the City Treasurer’s Office four times to straighten out the PNC balance.
d) Elections and Bylaws ad hoc Committee (Thurman) Update on joint Outreach plan, deadlines for declaration of candidacy, other.
Bernie Thurman reported that “the election is still scheduled for April 11th from 2:00 – 8:00 p.m.,” though it’s been difficult to get information from the City Clerk’s Office; it’s why Palms and other NCs want to postpone the election.  There was extensive discussion regarding an alternative election date and the election timeline situation; and possible election scenarios and actions to take.  Dee Olomajeye noted that candidates couldn’t file in time because the City Clerk didn’t provide timely candidate filing information.
MOTION (by Rob Olague, seconded by Bernie Thurman; including accepted Amendment by Neal Anderberg): We hereby resolve to postpone the 2010 Palms Neighborhood Council election until such time that the City Clerk’s Office enables the Neighborhood Council to run an election that appropriately represents the Neighborhood Council and its Stakeholders.
MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.

e) Transportation and Road Works Report (Gaspar and Donahoo) 

Lori Donahoo reported that the Exposition Light Rail Line Project timetable was updated in December; Metro would like the NC’s support.  She invited a Metro representative to the next Committee Meeting.
f) Nonprofit Representative Report (Terry Robinson) – Library books, Census, DWP.
Terry Robinson reported that the DWP is installing a high-voltage line.  Also, the City is considering establishing a new park at the old Fire Station 43 site.
g) Planning and Land Use Report (MacMenamin and Stout) Park Program Grant Update, other.
Niall MacMenamin reported that it would be good to get more community input regarding Park site and amenity possibilities.
h) Outreach Report (Anderberg) - Motion to resolve not to participate in city clerk's election attempt unless postponed and planned correctly.
The proposed Motion was addressed in above Item 6) d).  Also, Rob Olague reported that the old PNC website is no longer operating.
i) Projects Report (Olomajeye) – Palms monthly clean up project (for Board advice and consent), Palms 5K Run/Walk to promote walking and exercising.
Dee Olomajeye had no report.  Bernie Thurman reported that he’s talking with event producer Tom Manning regarding having a “5K Run this summer in conjunction with the Bike Rodeo.”
7.  Assembly business
Neal Anderberg announced an Outreach Committee Meeting Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. at Fire Station 43.
8.  Adjournment

Dee Olomajeye declared and it was agreed to ADJOURN the Meeting at 8:55 p.m.
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