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Minutes of the fifty-sixth meeting of the

Palms Neighborhood Council (PNC) and its Representative Assembly

General Board Meeting
Wednesday, January 7, 2009
IMAN Center, 3376 Motor Avenue, Palms, California, U.S.A.

1.  Call to order and welcome
Vice-President Todd Robinson called the meeting to order at 7:16 p.m., as President Dee Olomajeye is not feeling well.
2.  Roll call

Roll call was taken.  Members present:

M. Dee Olomajeye, President

Todd Robinson, Vice-President

Neal James Anderberg, Palms Depot Business

John Riordan, Pacific Electric Business (late)
Terry Robinson, Non-Profits

Bernie Thurman, Studio Residential Representative
Malia Jones, Exposition Residential Representative
Members absent:
Jason Buchalter, Treasurer; Lori Donahoo, Palms West Residential (medical leave of absence); Mate “Matt” Gaspar, Overland Residential; and Sandy Varga, Charnock Ranch Business.
Seven of the eleven Board Members were present at the beginning of the Meeting, which is a quorum, and the business of the Council could be conducted.  Also attending: 22 Stakeholders and guests.
3.  Public forum
Stakeholders Ali and Farida Dalawala own Rally’s Hamburger Restaurant at 9828 Venice Blvd. at Hughes Ave.  Their competitors are open until 2:00 a.m. while Rally’s is limited to 10:00 p.m.  They’d like the NC to agendize discussing Rally’s being able to extend their hours.
4.  Announcements: Assembly vacancies: Secretary, Motor Residential Representative
Dee Olomajeye announced the vacancies.  For Secretary, Niall MacMenamin expressed interest.  Mr. MacMenamin introduced himself and expressed that he’d like to help get a park created in Palms.


5.  Board Appointments: Niall MacMenamin as Secretary
MOTION (by Dee Olomajeye, seconded by Terry Robinson): to appoint Niall MacMenamin as Secretary of the Palms Neighborhood Council.

DISCUSSION: Todd Robinson and Terry Robinson would welcome Mr. MacMenamin to be the PNC Secretary.

MOTION PASSED by a unanimous voice vote.

6.  Government Representative Announcements & Reports:
Wendy Greuel, Chair of the Los Angeles Transportation Committee.  Presentation and Q & A on the City’s transportation plans and goals.

Dee Olomajeye introduced L.A. City District Two Councilwoman Wendy Greuel (818-756-8121; lacity.org/council/cd2).  Ms. Greuel is working with other Councilmembers to improve transportation around the City through “a public-private partnership.”  The City has increased the number of left-turn traffic signals, synchronized lights and created the ATSAC (Automated Traffic Surveillance and Control) system.  They’ve also developed anti-gridlock zones and doubled the parking fines, besides advocating on State and Federal levels for more funds.  Many people are now willing to change their driving behavior because traffic has gotten so bad.  Projects, such as the Orange Line bus, are being used by many people.  A Bicycle Master Plan may be adopted by June.  State Senate Bill 375 requires considering land use with jobs, housing and transportation.
Whitney Blumenfeld, Planning Deputy for L.A. City District 11 Councilman Bill Rosendahl (310-473-7011; whitney.blumenfeld@lacity.org; www.cityplanning.lacity.org), indicated that West LA NCs are involved in updating the Community Plan and input is being included.  The next Meeting will be held Tuesday, January 27th, 7:00-9:00 p.m. at the West LA Civic Center, room #104.

Jennifer Badger, of L.A. City District Five Councilman Jack Weiss’ office (310-289-0353; jennifer.badger@lacity.org), announced that a billboard moratorium went into effect and that the City is working to remove out-of-compliance billboards.  Also, Ms. Badger will become one of the Mayor’s Westside Regional Representatives.  Mark Davis will take over her present position.

Steven Cheung, L.A. City West Area Director of Neighborhood and Community Services (310-479-3823; stephen.cheung@lacity.org), announced that Ms. Badger will assist in covering the Westside area.  He encouraged those who haven’t completed the Mayor’s online Budget Survey [http://www.lacityneighborhoods.com/promo1.htm] to do so by January 31st.  The Survey is available online and in hardcopy in English and Spanish.  Due to the City’s $400 million budget deficit, the Mayor asked all departments to cut 3% from their budgets.

Liz Carlin, Deputy for L.A. City District 10 Councilman Herb Wesson (323-733-8233; elizabeth.carlin@lacity.org), thanked the NC for its Winter Wonderland event support, which 700 people attended.  Christmas trees can be recycled through the Department of Transportation (311; ladot.lacity.org).
Deanna Stevenson, Neighborhood Empowerment Analyst, L.A. Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) (213-485-1360; deanna.stevenson@lacity.org), is looking forward to working with the NC on strategic planning.  She mentioned that DONE needs more time to prepare for the PNC Retreat scheduled for this Saturday the 17th and Board Members agreed to move the Retreat to Saturday, January 31st from 10:00 – 1:00.
Len Nguyen, Field Rep. for L.A. City District 11 Councilman Bill Rosendahl (310-575-8461; len.nguyen@lacity.org), announced a City Budget and Finance Committee Meeting to be held at the Mar Vista Recreation Center Auditorium, February 9th, 5:30-7:30 p.m., at 11430 Woodbine Street, by Palms and Sepulveda.

7.  Reports from Committees, Officers, and Working Groups

a) President’s Report (Dee Olomajeye): Approve/Join the West side Alliance in making emergency preparedness a priority in Palms.  Strategic planning Retreat Jan 17th. City Budget Survey. CD5 Candidate Forum on Feb 5th. Co-sponsoring CD-5 Candidate Forum with SoRo.
Ms. Olomajeye noted that the first three items were already discussed.  The PNC will partner with SoRo [the South Robertson Neighborhood Council] in sponsoring a Candidate Forum at the Hamilton High School Cafeteria on Thursday, February 5th, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
MOTION: (by Dee Olomajeye, seconded by Terry Robinson): for the Palms Neighborhood Council to co-sponsor a City Council District Five Candidate Forum with the South Robertson Neighborhood Council, with a budget allocation of $500.

DISCUSSION: Neil Anderberg explained that there’ll be a March 3rd election to replace Councilmember Weiss, who is terming out.  The Forum is a “chance for candidates to address their constituencies.”  There’ll be an Organizing Committee Meeting on January 21st.  There was discussion regarding outreach and publicity efforts and costs.  Liz Carlin encouraged having street signs at high-traffic residential areas.  Mr. Anderberg volunteered the Outreach Committee to work on it.

MOTION PASSED by a unanimous voice vote.

Ms. Olomajeye also announced the following: an L.A. Chamber of Commerce Candidates Forum on January 12th at 5:30-8:00 for all City candidates, at the Hyatt Century City Plaza Hotel Boardroom, which is free by RSVP through their events.lachamber.com website; Neighborhoods USA is accepting applications for Neighborhood of the Year at nusa.org; BONC (the L.A. Board of Neighborhood Commissioners) is meeting January 26th at 11:30 at the City Hall Dept. of Public Works Office; there’ll be a DWP Renewable Energy Workshop January 10th at 9:30 at 111 N. Hope St.; CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) program (818-756-9674; cert-la.com, lafdcert@lacity.org) is seeking volunteers, especially bilingual and you can apply for an interview for classes that start January 27th.
b) Secretary’s Report (Olomajeye) Approval of Minutes from December 10, 2008 Board Meeting.
Ms. Olomajeye noted that we have a new Secretary.
The following correction to the December 10, 2008 General Board Meeting Minutes was requested:

Page one, Item #5, paragraph two, the Motion: “as the Motor Residential” should read “as the Studio Residential”.

MOTION (by Todd Robinson, seconded by Terry Robinson): to approve the Minutes of the December 10, 2008 General Board Meeting as corrected.

MOTION to APPROVE THE MINUTES as corrected PASSED by a unanimous voice vote.
c) Treasurer’s Report (Buchalter)
Dee Olomajeye reported for Jason Buchalter that the Treasurer’s Report will be available at the next General Board Meeting.
d) Transportation and Road Works Report (Gaspar and Donahoo)
Neal Anderberg reported for Matt Gaspar and Lori Donahoo that the Committee will meet on the fourth Thursday [January 22nd] at 7:00 p.m. at John Riordan Plumbing and will discuss getting a crossing guard or stoplight at the L’elysee School.
e) Nonprofit Representative Report (Terry Robinson) Motion (Terry Robinson): Allocation of up to $7,000 for the Rancho Palms Public Library
Terry Robinson reported that the Committee did not meet in December, but they’ll meet the third Tuesday [January 20th] at 7:00-9:00 p.m. at the IMAN Center.  Also, the Rancho Palms Public Library has completed the list of books they want to buy, so we need to agendize that for the next General Board Meeting.  She wants the NC website to offer [local] non-profit information.
f) Planning and Land Use Report (Todd Robinson)
Todd Robinson reported that the Committee did not meet in December, but will meet on Wednesday, January 28th at 7:00 p.m. at the IMAN Center.
g) Outreach Report (Neal Anderberg)
Neal Anderberg reported that the Committee will meet Wednesday, January 21st at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Station at Motor Ave. and Regent St.  They’ll discuss Taste of Palms and tree planting events, and creating new NC marketing materials and a Palms Business Directory.
h) Board Projects Report (Olomajeye): Update on Phi/LA Tour and Motor Avenue Tree and beautification project Overview, Westside NC Alliance Report, Pacific Division Toy Drive, Other
Dee Olomajeye reported that the Motor Avenue Beautification project is being handled by the City Urban Forestry Department and explained the approval process.  Their next Meeting will be on a Monday to be determined in around two weeks.
i) Website Ad-Hoc Committee Report (Olomajeye, Anderberg)
Dee Olomajeye reported that the Committee met with the website developer, who’s creating a temporary website while he develops a full website.  A prototype will be available by the next Outreach Committee Meeting.  The street banners website address will forward to the new website address.  Niall MacMenamin volunteered to assist.
8.  Assembly business
There was no additional business at this time.
9.  Adjournment
Todd Robinson declared and it was agreed to ADJOURN the Meeting at 8:50 p.m.
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