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Minutes of the sixty-seventh meeting of the

Palms Neighborhood Council (PNC) and its Representative Assembly

General Board Meeting
Wednesday, October 7, 2009
IMAN Center, 3376 Motor Avenue, Palms, California, U.S.A.

1.  Call to order and welcome
President Dee Olomajeye called the meeting to order at 7:14 p.m.
2.  Roll call

Roll call was taken by Ms. Olomajeye.  Members present:

M. Dee Olomajeye, President

Jason Buchalter, Treasurer

Niall MacMenamin, Secretary

Charles Miller, Exposition Residential
Rob Olague, Motor Residential
John Riordan, Pacific Electric Business

Terry Robinson, Non-Profits

Members absent: Todd Robinson, Vice-President; Neal James Anderberg, Palms Depot Business; Lori Donahoo, Palms West Residential; Mate “Matt” Gaspar, Overland Residential; Bernie Thurman, Studio Residential; and Sandy Varga, Charnock Ranch Business.  Dee Olomajeye reported that Sandy Varga is on a “modified sick leave”; Ms. Olomajeye will report back.
Seven of the thirteen Board Members were present at the beginning of the Meeting, which is a quorum, so the Board could make Motions and take votes.  Also attending: 12 Stakeholders and guests.
3.  Public forum
Jason Buchalter distributed an invitation, showed slides and announced that the Charnock Road School Reading Garden [11133 Charnock Rd.] is “now complete . . . everyone is invited” to the October 22nd, 10:30 a.m. Dedication Ceremony, which Councilman Rosendahl will attend.  [For information: (310-562-5439; JAB9896@LAUSD.net.]  The School’s “API is now 779.”  On behalf of the students and faculty, he thanked the NC for its support.
Robin Young, Community Relations Coordinator for the Mid-City / Exposition Light Rail Transit project [323-601-1949; Robin.Young@parsons.com], distributed “Expo Light Rail Line” and “Expo Light Rail Line Phase 2” brochures, and described the eight-mile project, which will go from downtown’s 7th and Metro Station to Culver City’s Venice and Robertson Blvds.  Construction is still expected to be completed by the end of 2010, though it’s “behind schedule right now.”
PEQI Report (Malia Jones and Hsin Chieh)
Malia Jones presented the results of the PEQI [Pedestrian Environmental Quality Index] Project’s “Palms Neighborhood Walkability and Aging Study.”  The purpose of the study is to provide a needs assessment to improve walkability in Palms.  Hsin Chieh explained walkability and PEQI characteristics, and also the data collection process  and study sponsors.  Adapted from a San Francisco Department of Public Health study, researchers completed a form that quantified various walkability characteristics; the study assigned qualitative values to the results.  Venice Blvd. intersections are the only ones in Palms that had a lot of problems, especially between Sepulveda Blvd. and Overland Ave. (only the North side of Venice Blvd. was surveyed).  Such things as wide intersections, litter and graffiti were noted.  For seniors, Overland Ave., and Palms and Venice Blvds. were not good sites, mainly due to the lack of curb cuts.  Clean-up is needed in eastern Palms, along Exposition Ave., Empire Dr., Clarington, Keystone and Mentone Aves., and Venice Blvd.; there’s a lot of litter.
This is the first such study in Los Angeles and they’ll look to make the information available to all NCs.  It will be available online, including maps.  There’s a need to adapt the PEQI to the rest of the City.  The study suggests a work priority list of: litter removal; traffic signalization; sidewalk condition mitigation of impediments and obstructions; and intersection safety.  Lessons learned include that the study was good for community involvement and volunteerism.
4.  Announcements
There were no Board Member announcements at this time.
5.  Government Representative Announcements & Reports, and Reports from Committees, Officers, and Working Groups
Len Nguyen, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 11 Councilman Bill Rosendahl (310-575-8461; Len.Nguyen@lacity.org), announced an Expo Line Phase Two Meeting.  A Final EIR [Environmental Impact Report] will be adapted by January 2010.  Along the route, between National and Clarington Blvds., there “may be a noise problem” that “needs to be mitigated.”  The Councilman’s Office is seeking feedback regarding the three marijuana dispensaries in the 10700-10800 blocks of Venice Blvd.  The transportation (bus) shelter at Charnock Rd. and Midvale Ave. is being processed.  Regarding the Westwood Blvd. parking situation, the Councilman met with Charles Miller and other Stakeholders; the Councilman wants to leave the parking as is for now and a Committee is being formed.  [Mr. Nguyen added the following after Jay Greenstein’s report.]  He’s working to find funding and later sign a Joint Use Agreement with LAUSD [the L.A. Unified School District] regarding the Palms Middle School athletic field.  Rob Olague and Mr. Nguyen described how the Principal may oppose this.
Deanna Stevenson, Project Coordinator, L.A. Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) (213-485-1360; Deanna.Stevenson@lacity.org), described the October 10th Empower LA Congress of Neighborhoods and Community Budget Day.  Input is sought regarding NC Bylaws standardization and elected officials will be attending.
Liz Carlin, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 10 Councilman Herb Wesson (323-733-8233; Elizabeth.Carlin@lacity.org), announced that medical marijuana legislation should be addressed in the City Council in December.  The Councilman’s Office is seeking input regarding traffic obstructions related to the recent L.A. Triathlon.  The event sponsor and the DOT (L.A. Dept. of Transportation) needed “to inform the community.”  There’ll be a Turkey Giveaway in December, after Thanksgiving; they’re seeking names of those in need.
[The following report was given after Item #5 i.]  
Jay Greenstein, Field Deputy for L.A. City District Five Councilman Paul Koretz (818-971-3088; Jay.Greenstein@lacity.org), reported that the Councilman is considering potential park sites, including Old Fire Station 43.  They’re also working to get Proposition K funds, to add to Quimby funding already allocated, for Palms Recreation Center development.
a) President (Olomajeye):

Motions: Select Congress of Neighborhoods Attendees and Palms NC Budget representatives for Oct 10, 2009.

Dee Olomajeye asked for volunteers to represent the NC.

Resolution: Support letter to City Councilmembers Rosendahl, Huizar, Alarcon and Smith for changes to cell tower/antenna regulation in Los Angeles.
Ms. Olomajeye noted that the requester was not present; she requested and it was agreed to TABLE this until the next General Board Meeting.
Ms. Olomajeye added, after Item #5b, that Board Members need to complete DONE’s Ethics (conflict-of-interest) Training [available online at http://ethics.lacity.org/education/ethics2007/?audience=done] by the November 4th General Board Meeting.  Also, two new Committee Members have been appointed: Board Members Rob Olague to Outreach, and Charles Miller to Transportation and Road Works, and Planning and Land Use.  Westside Alliance of NCs Presidents were discussing Stakeholder definitions; some Stakeholders have said at other meetings that they represent NCs, but don’t attend or report to the NCs.  The Presidents are also considering how to organize and fund NC elections outreach.  The City Clerk’s Office will not do outreach, only elections administration; NCs have to allocate outreach funds.  Regarding the annual LAPD [L.A. Police Dept.] Pacific Division Toy Drive, she encouraged Board Members to think of how much they want to allocate this year.
b) Secretary (MacMenamin):

Approval of Minutes from July, Aug. and Sept. 2009 Board Meetings. Website unveiling.
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #5 d.]  
MOTION (by Niall MacMenamin, seconded by John Riordan): to accept the July 8, August 5, and September 2, 2009 General Board Meeting Minutes as written.

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.
c) Treasurer (Buchalter):

Jason Buchalter distributed and reviewed a “[PNC] Balance Sheet Prepared 10/1/09,” a “[PNC] Income and Expense Statement, 7/1/09 – 9/22/09,” and a “Petty Cash Register.”  “Total Liabilities” encumbered equals $20,157.  The total balance is $103,169, if DONE allocates all of the accumulated rollover money; if they don’t, the total balance could be as low as approximately $25,000.   The “Public Library Grant” should be $5,000, not “$4,000.”  There’ve been “very little expenses this summer.”
d) Elections and Bylaws ad hoc
Motion to approve NC Boundaries Map for 2010 elections.
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #5 a.]  Ms. Olomajeye explained that the DONE map is a little larger than the PNC Bylaws map; the PNC submitted its map to DONE for their approval.

MOTION (by Dee Olomajeye, seconded by Terry Robinson): to approve the Palms NC Boundaries Map for the 2010 elections.
MOTION to CALL FOR THE QUESTION (by Terry Robinson).  There were no objections.

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.

e) Transportation and Road Works (Gaspar and Donahoo)

Charles Miller reported that an Expo Line representative presented to the Committee.  Matt Gaspar is working to get speed bumps added to Glendon Ave.  The Sepulveda and Palms Blvds. traffic signal idea didn’t meet City qualifications.
f) Nonprofit Representative (Terry Robinson)

Terry Robinson said there was no report at this time.
g) Planning and Land Use (MacMenamin and Stout) New Committee Chair appointment.
Dee Olomajeye reported that the new Committee Co-Chairs are Niall MacMenamin and Pauline Stout.
h) Outreach (Neal Anderberg).

Motion to allocate $4,486.96 to print and replace 20 banners on Motor and Overland Avenues that have been damaged or disappeared.

Motion to allocate $4,357.06 to print and install 23 banners at new locations on Palms Blvd., National Blvd., and Exposition Ave.
Dee Olomajeye reported that these Items will be addressed at the next General Board Meeting.
i) Projects (Olomajeye):

Update on trees, Neighborhood Watch signs, first Palms monthly clean-up project (for Board advice and consent), Palms 5K Run/Walk to promote walking and exercising.
Dee Olomajeye reported that the Neighborhood Watch signs [for which $2,327.25 was allocated on April 1st] were paid in full; Len Nguyen added that the City underestimated the installations cost, for which he’s seeking additional funding.  Ms. Olomajeye and Jason Buchalter explained that the NC was never advised that installation funding was needed.  

Ms. Olomajeye would like to start monthly neighborhood clean-ups and is seeking input about priority sites; Graffiti Busters offered to help.  
6.  Assembly business
There was no additional business at this time.
7.  Adjournment

Dee Olomajeye declared and it was agreed to ADJOURN the Meeting at 9:04 p.m.
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