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Minutes of the sixty-third meeting of the

Palms Neighborhood Council (PNC) and its Representative Assembly

General Board Meeting
Wednesday, June 3, 2009
IMAN Center, 3376 Motor Avenue, Palms, California, U.S.A.

1.  Call to order and welcome
Moderator Lori Donahoo called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.
2.  Roll call

Roll call was taken by Secretary Niall MacMenamin.  Members present:

M. Dee Olomajeye, President

Todd Robinson, Vice-President

Niall MacMenamin, Secretary

Neal James Anderberg, Palms Depot Business

Jason Buchalter, Treasurer

Lori Donahoo, Palms West Residential
Mate “Matt” Gaspar, Overland Residential
Malia Jones, Exposition Residential
John Riordan, Pacific Electric Business

Terry Robinson, Non-Profits

Members absent: Bernie Thurman, Studio Residential; and Sandy Varga, Charnock Ranch Business.

Ten of the twelve Board Members were present at the beginning of the Meeting, which is a quorum, and the business of the Council could be conducted.  Also attending: six Stakeholders and guests.
3.  Public forum -- [This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #5.]
Jason Buchalter distributed flyers and announced the Friends of Charnock Booster Club Fundraiser Dance, Friday 4:30-7:00 p.m. at Charnock School, to help get an art teacher.

4.  Announcements: Assembly vacancies: Motor Residential Representative

Lori Donahoo announced the above vacancy.

5.  Government Representative Announcements & Reports
Liz Carlin, Deputy for L.A. City District 10 Councilman Herb Wesson (323-733-8233; elizabeth.carlin@lacity.org), distributed flyers and announced four “Movies in the Park,” starting June 19th at 6:00 p.m. at Potter Park, with free admission; food is available.  Also, funds are being transferred from The Victor on Venice Fund to the Koreatown Youth and Community Center to water the Motor Ave. trees.
Dee Olomajeye noted that Mark Davis, Council Aide for L.A. City District Five Councilman Jack Weiss, may be late, and Len Nguyen, Field Rep. for L.A. City District 11 Councilman Bill Rosendahl, is not available.

6.  Reports from Committees, Officers, and Working Groups
a) President (Olomajeye) – update on strategic planning meeting, update on website, WRAC, Ethics Training. Budget Cuts to NCs and DONE. Recognition of our Minutes Writer.  Changes in Committees and Ad-hoc Committees.  Local Student Awards. Making LAUSD land in Palms available for public use. Parking Westwood Blvd., Email Blasts.
Dee Olomajeye reported that Mayor Villaraigosa sent a letter thanking the Westside Regional Alliance of NCs for meeting with him.  Also, marijuana dispensing clinics are claiming “hardship exemptions” to open more dispensaries.  Liz Carlin reported that the City Council is working to remove the exemption.  Ms. Olomajeye will investigate how many dispensaries exist in Palms.  She announced that PNC strategic planning will continue after the 2009-2010 budget is completed.  She reminded Board Members to take the DONE (L.A. Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment) Ethics Training  [http://ethics.lacity.org/education/ethics2007/?audience=done] if it’s been more than two years since they did so.  Also, parking will be available on both sides of Westwood Blvd. as of May 27th.  The Minutes Writer was recognized for excellence and service.  Niall MacMenamin reported that website [www.palmsla.org] development is progressing and should be finished within a month; the PNC e-mail list will start with around 600 names.  He requested that website postings be submitted by Fridays; to submit photos and news send them with the words “email blast” in the subject line.  Neal Anderberg noted that lots of news is regularly posted at Palms Cycle [3770 Motor Ave.; 310-838-9644; www.palmscycle.com].
b) Secretary (MacMenamin) -- Approval of Minutes of the April 14, 2009 Strategic Planning Meeting, and the April 1 and May 6, 2009 General Board Meetings.

MOTION (by Mr. MacMenamin, seconded by Mr. Robinson): to approve the Minutes of the April 14, 2009 Strategic Planning Meeting, and the April 1 and May 6, 2009 General Board Meetings.
DISCUSSION: Terry Robinson requested the following correction to the May 6, 2009 General Board Meeting Minutes: she was absent from that Meeting.  [Also, her first name is spelled “Terry,” not “Teri” as in the April 14, 2009 Minutes.]
MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.
c) Treasurer (Buchalter) – 2009/2010 Budget Review and Approval  -- [This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #6d.]  (This Item will include motions to approve all leftover items for 2008/2009 and ALL proposed expenses/projects for 2009).

Jason Buchalter distributed and reviewed a “[PNC] 2008-09 Budget Representing Activity from 7/1/08-5/31/09, Prepared 6/1/09,” a “[PNC] Balance Sheet Prepared 6/1/09,” and a “[PNC] 2009-10 Draft Budget.”  He also reviewed, in the same packet, “[PNC] Mission statement Drafts” and “Focus Areas,” and related them to the NC’s recent Budget activity and the Draft Budget.  He thanked Rodger Shimatsu, Management Analyst, DONE, for “fantastic” assistance.  A Certified Letter was sent to the Pacifica Charter School, with no response; per DONE, the School will be cut off from NC funding as of July 1st.  The July 1st NC beginning balance will be $117,071.  Category “250, Web Design & Maintenance,” in the 2008-09 Budget, should be $8,172.91, not $172.91, making Category “200 Outreach” total expenses $14,340.60, not $6,340.60; this makes the total 2008-09 budget $54,083.13, not $46,083.13.
Dee Olomajeye introduced Keith Abrams, Palms Elementary School Principal, who had presented at the PNC Projects Committee Meeting.  The Committee voted to endorse Mr. Abrams’ request for computer lab funding.  Mr. Abrams now described the School’s plans and explained that the LAUSD [L.A. Unified School District] has mandated an increased classroom attendance size, from 21 to 24 students, so computers are needed and cost around $1,500 each, including furniture.  Funding has already been obtained privately and from local businesses, including Best Buy.  The computers are used to teach typing, phonics, math and social studies.
MOTION (by Lori Donahoo, seconded by Terry Robinson): to allocate funds up to $5,000 for three computers for Palms Elementary School.
MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.
Mr. Buchalter noted that the above allocation adds $5,000 to the 2009-10 Draft Budget in Category “340 Palms El Computer Lab,” increasing the other totals.  Also, for Category “210 Elections,” add $2,000.  The NC funding amount rollover cap is $145,000.  There was extensive discussion regarding funding the Palms-Rancho Park Library during the current budget concerns.
MOTION (by Terry Robinson, seconded by Malia Jones): to allocate up to $7,000 for the Palms-Rancho Park Library to purchase books in the Farsi, Hindi, Spanish and Korean languages.
AMENDED MOTION (by Terry Robinson, seconded by Malia Jones): to allocate up to $5,000 for the Palms-Rancho Park Library to purchase books in the Farsi, Hindi, Spanish and Korean languages.

DISCUSSION: There was discussion regarding Library funding needs and previous General Board Meetings discussions.  The vendor would be paid directly and the PNC name would be on all materials.

MOTION PASSED by a voice vote, with seven in favor, one opposed and one abstaining.

A number of additional Draft Budget totals were adjusted, including the following items: Category “160 Board Effectiveness Training,” add $2,000; delete Categories “220 Boundary Adjustment Outreach,” “360 Liberation of Westside Village,” and “240 Printing brochures and flyers”; and Category “310,” add a Motor Avenue Crosswalks line item, as it was agreed to budget $6,000 for this, pending matching funds.
MOTION (by Jason Buchalter, seconded by Terry Robinson): to approve the Palms NC Budget for 2009-10 fiscal year.
MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.
d) Transportation and Road Works -- [This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #6h.]
Malia Jones reported that the Committee discussed endorsing the Bicyclists’ Bill of Rights and would like this agendized for the next General Board Meeting.  Metro is building a bike lane along the future Exposition Rail Line.
e) Nonprofit Representative (Terry Robinson) -- [This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #6b.]
Ms. Robinson reported that she’s “rethinking” how to outreach to groups.
f) Planning and Land Use (Jones) 

Malia Jones reported that there was no quorum at the last Committee Meeting, but they discussed the Washington Blvd. – Overland Ave. intersection development, a community garden project, and LAUSD park land development.  She also distributed flyers regarding and announced another PEQA [Pedestrian Environmental Quality Assessment] Saturday, June 20th, 10:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., starting here at the IMAN Center.  [Contact maliajones@gmail.com or call 310-936-6523 to volunteer.]
g) Outreach (Anderberg) Making Wi-Fi available to all Palms Stakeholders. 

Mr. Anderberg is investigating establishing Wi-Fi in Palms, and also distributing doggie waste bags.  “The YMCA is getting lots of inquiries about their after-school programs,” especially because of the City budget cuts.  See www.parks.ca.gov for information about State Park closings.  Palms Elementary School can be used for community recycling.  The next Committee Meeting will be June 17th.
h) Projects (Olomajeye) – Motor Ave. Project

Ms. Olomajeye explained that L.A. Urban Forestry Division tree removal and replanting on Motor Ave. will be June 17-18.  Local organizations will help and more than 100 volunteers are sought.  Liz Carlin advised that the NC support funds coming from The Victor on Venice Fund for the tree work.
7.  Assembly business
There was no other Assembly business mentioned at this time.
8.  Adjournment

Dee Olomajeye declared and it was agreed to ADJOURN the Meeting at 9:08 p.m.
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