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Minutes of the sixty-sixth meeting of the

Palms Neighborhood Council (PNC) and its Representative Assembly

General Board Meeting
Wednesday, September 2, 2009
IMAN Center, 3376 Motor Avenue, Palms, California, U.S.A.

1.  Call to order and welcome
Moderator Dee Olomajeye called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.
2.  Roll call

Roll call was taken by Secretary Niall MacMenamin.  Members present:

M. Dee Olomajeye, President

Todd Robinson, Vice-President

Niall MacMenamin, Secretary

Neal James Anderberg, Palms Depot Business

Jason Buchalter, Treasurer

Lori Donahoo, Palms West Residential
Mate “Matt” Gaspar, Overland Residential
John Riordan, Pacific Electric Business

Bernie Thurman, Studio Residential
Members absent: Terry Robinson, Non-Profits; and Sandy Varga, Charnock Ranch Business.
Nine of the eleven Board Members were present at the beginning of the Meeting, which is a quorum, so the Board could make Motions and take votes.  Also attending: 25 Stakeholders and guests.
3.  Public forum
Tom Manning from ACE Ride Productions, regarding a half-marathon in January, was unable to attend the Meeting and there were no comments.
4.  Elect Facilitator
Matt Gaspar was elected as the Facilitator.
5.  Announcements
There were no announcements at this time.
6.  Government Representative Announcements & Reports (Including presentation by DONE General Manager BongHwan Kim)
BongHwan Kim, General Manager, L.A. Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) (213-485-1360; BongHwan.Kim@lacity.org; www.lacityneighborhoods.com), was unable to attend the Meeting.
Jay Greenstein, Field Deputy for L.A. City District Five Councilman Paul Koretz (818-971-3088; councilmember.koretz@lacity.org; www.lacity.org/council/cd5), introduced himself.
Liz Carlin, Field Deputy for L.A. City District 10 Councilman Herb Wesson (323-733-8233; elizabeth.carlin@lacity.org), relayed that it’s being discussed what to do regarding the many medical marijuana dispensaries and the Council District Office will be looking for PNC support.
7.  Reports from Committees, Officers, and Working Groups
a) President (Olomajeye): Motions: To appoint Charles Miller and Rob Olague as Area Representatives for Motor and Exposition, respectively.
MOTION (by Dee Olomajeye, seconded by Niall MacMenamin): to approve Rob Olague as Area Representative for Motor Residential.
MOTION PASSED unanimously.
MOTION (by Dee Olomajeye, seconded by Niall MacMenamin): to approve Charles Miller as Area Representative for Exposition Residential.

MOTION PASSED with seven in favor and two opposed (Gaspar and Donahoo).  Joe Zimring said he will reimburse the PNC council for expenses related to business cards if Mr. Miller doesn’t fulfill his term, which ends in May 2010.

b) Secretary (MacMenamin): Approval of Minutes from July and August 2009 Board Meetings. Email Blasts guidelines, website unveiling. Emails to be included in email blast should be sent to Email_Blast @palmsla.org by noon on Monday, and agenda items should be sent by noon on Friday (only for the week before assembly meetings).
It was agreed without any objections to TABLE approving the Minutes until the next General Board Meeting.

c) Treasurer (Buchalter):

It was agreed, in the interest of time and without any objections, to TABLE receiving or approving the Treasurer Report until the next General Board Meeting.

d) Elections and Bylaws ad hoc (Thurman): Motion to approve the 5 suggested election sites for 2010 NC elections.
MOTION (by Bernie Thurman, seconded by Dee Olomajeye): to approve the following five potential polling places for the 2010 PNC election: Fire Station 43; the Irish Times Pub; the Culver-Palms Church of Christ; the IMAN Center; and St. Augustus Church.
MOTION PASSED unanimously.
e) Transportation and Road Works (Gaspar and Donahoo): Resolution regarding Westwood parking issue.
MOTION (by Dee Olomajeye, seconded by John Riordan): Be It Resolved that the Palms Neighborhood Council supports efforts to restore the status quo parking situation from before May 2009, specifically single-sided parking on the east side only of the 3600/3700 block of Westwood Blvd. in Palms, until such time that it can be demonstrated by LADOT that any parking changes are the will of the majority of the homeowners, apartment building owners, and renters of the street.
DISCUSSION: Several Westwood Blvd. residents announced their support to restore single-sided parking on Westwood Blvd.  There are reports of delivery trucks and cars having trouble maneuvering, more cars are being left on the street just to be sold, and more non-residents are parking there.  It’s the only street in Palms less than 30 feet wide that has double-sided parking.  In addition, Midvale Ave. and Westwood Blvd. are the most congested streets in Palms.

MOTION PASSED with nine in favor, one opposed (Donahoo) and one abstaining (Miller).
f) Nonprofit Representative (Terry Robinson)

Terry Robinson was absent and there was no report.
g) Planning and Land Use (MacMenamin and Todd Robinson): New Committee Chair appointment - Motion to support Mar Vista’s proposal to convert their old Fire Station (#62) Solar Multi-Use Community Center.
MOTION (by Matt Gaspar, seconded by Neal Anderberg): to support Mar Vista’s proposal to convert their old Fire Station (#62) into a Solar Multi-Use Community Center.
DISCUSSION:  Bobi Garland, of the Mar Vista Community Council spoke in support of the Motion. 

MOTION PASSED unanimously.

PEQI Report (by Malia Jones) was not addressed.
h) Outreach (Neal Anderberg).

There was no report.
i) Projects (Olomajeye): (Olomajeye) – Update on trees and Neighborhood Watch signs, first Palms monthly clean up project (for Board advice and consent) and Palm 5K Run/Walk project to promote walking and exercising.
There was no report.
8.  Assembly business
No report.
9.  Adjournment

Dee Olomajeye declared and it was agreed to ADJOURN the Meeting at 9:15 p.m.
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