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Minutes of the sixty-fourth meeting of the

Palms Neighborhood Council (PNC) and its Representative Assembly

Special Board Meeting
Wednesday, July 8, 2009
IMAN Center, 3376 Motor Avenue, Palms, California, U.S.A.

1.  Call to order and welcome
Moderator Lori Donahoo called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.
MOTION (by Sandy Varga, seconded by Todd Robinson): to nominate Ms. Donahoo to be the Moderator for another three months.

Ms. Donahoo accepted the nomination.
MOTION PASSED by acclamation without any objections.
2.  Roll call

Roll call was taken by Secretary Niall MacMenamin.  Members present:

Todd Robinson, Vice-President

Niall MacMenamin, Secretary

Neal James Anderberg, Palms Depot Business

Jason Buchalter, Treasurer

Lori Donahoo, Palms West Residential
Malia Jones, Exposition Residential
John Riordan, Pacific Electric Business

Terry Robinson, Non-Profits

Bernie Thurman, Studio Residential
Sandy Varga, Charnock Ranch Business
Members absent: M. Dee Olomajeye, President; and Mate “Matt” Gaspar, Overland Residential.
Ten of the twelve Board Members were present at the beginning of the Meeting, which is a quorum, and the business of the Council could be conducted.  Also attending: approximately 18 Stakeholders and guests.
3.  Public forum
Yvette Neal, Founder/CEO of Pacific Graffiti Solutions (310-204-2749; graffiti@wwwpgs.net), reported that City funding was cut and she’s waiting to see how much will be funded; work continues.
4.  Announcements: Assembly vacancies: Motor Residential Representative

Lori Donahoo announced the above vacancy.

5.  Motions
MOTION (by Sandy Varga, seconded by Todd Robinson): per PNC Projects Committee recommendation, to allocate $4,000 to the Friends of Charnock Road Elementary School Booster Club, to partially fund the visual arts enrichment program at Charnock Road Elementary School during the 2009-10 academic year.  All funds will go directly to supporting the art program; in the event the program is cancelled, all PNC funds will be returned to PNC.
DISCUSSION: Ms. Varga explained the issue.  Jennifer Camacho, of the Booster Club, distributed a “Save the Arts Campaign Fundraising Proposal” and “Campaign Update,” and presented a slide show about “educating the whole child.”  The program costs $10,800 per year (the teacher’s salary), while the government budget crisis has badly affected School funding.  The program is a non-profit 501(c)(3) formed to “increase parental and community involvement at the School.”  Parents have attended meetings and donated personal funds; a dance and a silent auction raised $4,000 in three weeks.  A variety of sources have been sought for funding, including parents, the silent auction, the dance, and local businesses.  A banner and newsletters would acknowledge NC support.  She’d like to have an art exhibit and T-shirts with the NC name.  School representatives would give periodic updates to the NC.
Pat Platt, a CRES Art Teacher for nine years, said that the art program “is a skill-building program,” starting in the first grade.  She “relates art to the curriculum level whenever possible,” for example, to math, nature and science.  Different styles, patterns, genres, history and techniques are explored.  Stakeholder Fred Whitlock related that the “parents were in awe” regarding what the art students learned.  They “build confidence . . . and learn that they can come up with their own answers.”  Stakeholder Connie Carpenter declared that Ms. Platt “is the jewel of [CRES].”  PNC Board Member Terry Robinson believed that “it would be a very wise investment.”
MOTION PASSED by unanimously by a voice vote.
6.  Adjournment

Lori Donahoo declared and it was agreed to ADJOURN the Meeting at 7:38 p.m.

[This Meeting was immediately followed by the General Board Meeting.]
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