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Minutes of the forty-second meeting of the

Palms Neighborhood Council (PNC) and its Representative Assembly

Wednesday, January 9, 2008
IMAN Center, 3376 Motor Avenue, Palms, California, U.S.A.

1.  Call to order and welcome.  George Garrigues welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.

2.  Roll call was taken by Secretary Dee Olomajeye.  Members present:

Mr. George Garrigues, President

Mr. Todd Robinson, Vice-President (arrived later)

Ms. M. Dee Olomajeye, Secretary 

Ms. Ingeborg Prochazka, Exposition Residential 

Mr. John Riordan, Pacific Electric Business 

Ms. Terry Robinson, Non-Profits;
6 of the 13 Board Members were present which is not a quorum.  Mr. Garrigues observed that the NC can discuss issues but, in the absence of a quorum, can’t make decisions.

Members absent: Mr. Neal James Anderberg, Palms Depot Business; Mr. Jason Buchalter, Treasurer; Mr. Charles Buffa, Studio Residential; Ms. Lori Donahoo, Palms West Residential; Mr. Bijan Esfandiari, Motor Residential; Mr. Mate Gaspar, Overland Residential, and Facilitator; and Mr. Jeffrey Inmon, Charnock Ranch Business.   Also present were 19 Stakeholders and guests.

3. President: Election of facilitator for the Assembly.
This item was not addressed because of the lack of a quorum.

[The following Agenda items are presented in the order in which they were addressed at the Meeting.]

7. President: Report to the community.
Mr. Garrigues said that he wants to rectify the NC boundaries difference with the Mar Vista NC.  The Lycee Francais High School is being constructed and will have community rooms available for meetings such as this.  We need a Charnock Ranch Historic Business area representative.  He wants to communicate with Stakeholders, and will insist on commencing a survey of architecturally historic buildings in our area.  The next Mayor’s Day of Service Event will be January 26, 2008.  Ms. Robinson explained that volunteers will be assigned to help with community service; afterward, there’ll be a free lunch with the Mayor speaking.  Stakeholder Pauline Stout said that no Palms projects have been proposed so far.

Mr. Garrigues received a letter from the Board of Trustees of the Goethe International Charter School about developing the property on the northeast corner of Palms and Motor. He referred the Board to the property owner.  The City Department of Recreation and Parks is doing a citywide open space needs assessment; there’ll be public meetings about it on January 17th, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. at the Westchester Recreation Center, and January 22nd, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. at the Westwood Recreation Center.  Charnock Road Elementary School sent a letter thanking the NC for the $5,000 gift for their “Wonder of Reading” Library which opens January 28th at 9:45 a.m.; it’ll help them buy $10,000 in new books, equipment and furniture.

The following Committee Meetings will be held: Budget and Projects, to be announced; Planning & Land Use, fourth Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.; and Traffic & Roadworks, fourth Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.

4. Public forum.


Stakeholder Walter Renzi, reading volunteer at Charnock Road Elementary School, invited people to their January 28th Library opening and to become a “Wonder of Reading” reader to a child one hour per week; training and reading material is provided.  Donations are accepted and tax-deductable.

5. Reports by our governmental representatives or their deputies.

Deanna Stevenson, Project Coordinator, L.A. Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) (213-485-1360; deanna.stevenson@lacity.org), announced that there’ll be a public meeting here this Friday the 11th at 7:00 p.m. regarding NC election procedures.
Liz Carlin, Deputy for L.A. City District 10 Councilman Herb Wesson (323-733-8233; elizabeth.carlin@lacity.org), brought greetings from Councilman Wesson.  You can join the Councilman and others for breakfast before the Dr. Martin Luther King Day Parade on January 21st; contact Ms. Carlin for information.  Also, there will be a public meeting on January 28th regarding the strip club that recently opened.  There weren’t any legal grounds to prevent its opening.  Ms. Stout noted that there’ll be a Neighborhood Watch meeting on January 14th.
6. Kathy Shoemaker, RN, report on the Exodus Recovery Center (ERC).

Ms. Shoemaker reported that the ERC for mental health patients opened on December 28, 2006 and serves approximately 400 clients per month; the number of patients served varies from six to 18 per day, with some returning, and they’re hoping to triple that.  Patients are referred by hospitals, the Police and Fire Departments, and mental health organizations.  It has a transport van, which drives patients back to where they came from or where they’re referred, and drivers report their pick-ups and drop-offs.  ERC alleviates the burden and covers for the Brotman Hospital Emergency Room, which hasn’t had to close since the ERC opened in the hospital at 3828 Delmas Terrace, south of Venice Boulevard, across from Brotman.  It’s on Hughes, but the entrance is in the hospital.  A Community Advisory Committee meets quarterly.  ERC is open to any client who needs medical, psychiatric, or housing help and is funded by the L.A. County Department of Mental Health (DMH) through Proposition 63 funds.  Patient data is tracked, but not by city yet.  Luanna Murphy, ERC President, said that, in the future, the DMH may be able to track patients by city.  Mr. Garrigues declared that the ERC is a great asset to the community.

8. President: Discussion and possible action on threat to destroy two residences at 3703 Dunn Drive (the oldest house in Palms) and at 3704 Clarington Avenue.

Mr. Garrigues reiterated that the NC can discuss issues but, in the absence of a quorum, can’t make decisions.  Developer Robert Green e-mailed him that he could not attend this Meeting, but perhaps could attend the next one.  Mr. Garrigues and Ms. Olomajeye related that a number of Stakeholders e-mailed them, and a number of Stakeholders spoke at this Meeting, to express support for preventing the destruction of historic structures, habitats and the environment, and concerns about overdevelopment and overcrowding, and that there’ll be a public meeting about historic preservation on January 18th at Los Feliz Library.  Stakeholder A. D. Harrison said at this Meeting that “it’s an abomination” that we can’t get urban planning designs that maintain urban wildlife, trees, open spaces, neighborhood character, quality of life and historical properties.


Mr. Garrigues stated that the Dunn home is in escrow, that another bidder is interested, and that this area was re-zoned in the 1950s and 60s for more density; Ms. Carlin said she’ll research that.  Ms. Robinson noted that people aren’t supposed to cut trees down without City permission and believes that the developer should be held to this; Ms. Carlin said that she’ll note this and will check funding sources for buying property.  Mr. Robinson added that various funding sources are available, and that the NC can contribute a small amount.  Ms. Robinson asked for Land Use Committee volunteers; several Stakeholders agreed to contact Mr. Robinson, who noted Mr. Green’s phone number of (310) 877-1110.

Mr. Garrigues remarked that the property hasn’t been declared historic and that a historical survey is needed; the City must declare a property historic, adding that the NC can hire an architectural historian and hold up the development permit.  Several persons expressed concern regarding the health of one of the old trees.  Ms. Carlin mentioned that permits can be appealed for a fee at the Building and Safety Appeals Department at 201 N. Figueroa; contact her for more information.  It was noted that the Dunn permit number is B07VN15968.

9. Officers, committees and working groups reports.

A) Treasurer (Buchalter).

Ms. Olomajeye reported for Mr. Buchalter that there is “no real difference from the last report,” small bills were paid, and encouraged Board Members to submit expense receipts.  Mr. Garrigues noted that the Pacifica Community Charter School and the temporary agency need to be paid.

B) Budget and Projects.

Mr. Garrigues indicated that this Report is for items such as historical surveys.

D) Pacific Division Christmas working group (Olomajeye).

Ms. Olomajeye reported that the NC co-sponsored, with the LAPD (Los Angeles Police Department) Pacific Division, the annual Christmas Toy Drive, to which the NC gave $1,000.  She said that “it was huge” and that they had to turn away some people and ran out of time; there was a line of people around the block.  There were many volunteers; it was a huge success and lots of fun.

E) Planning and Land Use (Mr. Robinson).

Mr. Robinson reported that an updated Community Plan is due soon, and that Councilman Weiss noted that an outside consultant is helping craft the Plan.

F) Outreach (Anderberg).

Mr. Garrigues noted that Mr. Anderberg was absent and there was no meeting in December.

G) Non-profit representative (Ms. Robinson).

Ms. Robinson expressed that she’s working to bring community non-profit organizations together and is researching a Sri Lankin model being applied in Reno, Nevada.  Mr. Garrigues indicated that he is considering organizing a get-together of community and non-profit organization leaders regarding a historical architecture survey.

H) Transportation and Road Works (Prochazka).

1) Blue Bus #12: awaiting response from Blue Bus re: re-routing.

Ms. Robinson reported for Ms. Prochazka and there was discussion that this is regarding re-routing that bus from narrow Glendon Avenue, which is often played in by children.

2-5) were not addressed because of the lack of a quorum and Ms. Prochazka had had to leave early.

I) Northeast boundary (Esfandiari).

Mr. Esfandiari was absent and there was no report.

J) Secretary (Olomajeye). Approval of the minutes.

The Minutes could not be approved because of the lack of a quorum.

10. Assembly business.  None.

11.  Adjournment.  The Meeting was adjourned at 8:51 p.m.
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