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Minutes of the fifty-fifth meeting of the

Palms Neighborhood Council (PNC) and its Representative Assembly

General Board Meeting

Wednesday, December 10, 2008
IMAN Center, 3376 Motor Avenue, Palms, California, U.S.A.

1.  Call to order and welcome
President Dee Olomajeye called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.
2.  Roll call

Roll call was taken by Ms. Olomajeye.  Members present:

M. Dee Olomajeye, President

Todd Robinson, Vice-President

Jason Buchalter, Treasurer

Neal James Anderberg, Palms Depot Business

John Riordan, Pacific Electric Business

Terry Robinson, Non-Profits

Sandy Varga, Charnock Ranch Business

Members absent: 

Mate “Matt” Gaspar, Overland Residential (absent due to birth of son), and Lori Donahoo, Palms West Residential.  Ms. Donahoo is on a medical leave of absence.

Seven of the nine Board Members were present at the beginning of the Meeting, which is a quorum, and the business of the Council could be conducted.  Also attending: eight Stakeholders and guests.
3.  Public forum

Dee Olomajeye introduced new web designer Scott Merritt of Meritocracy Consulting who spoke about building the PNC website. Mr. Merritt’s company was chosen through an RFP process.

4.  Announcements: Assembly vacancies: Secretary, Motor Residential, Exposition Residential, Studio Residential
Dee Olomajeye announced the vacancies.

5.  Board Appointments: Bernie Thurman and Malia Jones as Area Reps
Dee Olomajeye introduced Malia Jones and Bernie Thurman, who each spoke briefly about themselves.  Ms. Jones would represent Exposition Residential and Mr. Thurman would represent Studio Residential.

MOTION (by Sandy Varga, seconded by Terry Robinson): to accept Bernie Thurman as the Studio Residential Representative.

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.
MOTION (by Sandy Varga, seconded by Terry Robinson): to accept Malia Jones as the Exposition Residential Representative.

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.
6.  Government Representative Announcements & Reports
[This Item was addressed after Item #7i.]  Deanna Stevenson, Neighborhood Empowerment Analyst, L.A. Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) (213-485-1360; deanna.stevenson@lacity.org), said that the City is working to get 3,000 Budget Surveys by late January.

Dee Olomajeye noted that representatives Jennifer Badger, Liz Carlin and Len Nguyen couldn’t attend this Meeting due to their commitments to other Meetings.

7.  Reports from Committees, Officers, and Working Groups

a) President - Westside Regional Alliance of Councils Meeting: Request for Palms NC Support for five Motion requests to the Los Angeles City Council:

a. Better communication with City Building and Safety, and Planning Departments
Dee Olomajeye reported that a group of NC Presidents approved five proposed Motions at their Meeting last week.  She read the Motions as follows:

Motion #1

1.  That Early Notification of all applications to the Department of City Planning, the Bureau of Engineering and to the Department of Building and Safety shall be sent to all impacted certified Neighborhood and Community Councils recognized by their Councilperson (hereafter, “council”), and the applicant shall be required to send notice, by certified RRR mail, to the applicable council, of all subsequent requests for modifications, adjustments, amendments, alterations, or revisions to the application.

2.  Planning and Building and Safety shall review all such applications, and such review shall include, prior to approval, compliance with all relevant Community Plans, Specific Plans, and Overlay Districts.

3. With respect to all applications to Planning and Building and Safety for which a public hearing is not required, notice shall be sent to the applicable council of the terms of the proposed approval, no later than 10 calendar days prior to issuance of the approval, and consideration shall be given by the decision maker to any objections, comments, or questions submitted in writing by the applicable council during the 10-day period.

4.  Planning and Building and Safety shall each establish an ombudsman or community advocate who is accessible to officers of a council and whose  responsibilities shall include facilitating access to Department personnel, procedures, and documents.  

Motion #2

That the Los Angeles City Council be requested to supply each Neighborhood or Community Council with an accounting of both 5117 parking funds, and Quimby Funds for its district.

Motion #3

The Palms Neighborhood Council hereby supports adoption of an Interim Control Ordinance (ICO) / moratorium as proposed by the City Planning Commission temporarily prohibiting the installation of all new offsite advertising signs and supergraphic signs, as well as prohibiting alteration to existing offsite signs and supergraphic signs, until a new offsite sign ordinance can be developed, adopted and implemented.  There should be no exceptions that might weaken the enforceability of the moratorium.  

Motion #4

As gridlock is a major quality of life issue, the City of Los Angeles City Council is hereby requested to implement an enforcement mechanism and fine system to alleviate the constant gridlock in intersections in the City Limits.

While the City has found it both effective and profitable to implement “Tiger Teams” to clear ‘No Parking, Tow Away Zones” during peak hours, the city has been unable to control gridlock.

Motion #5

That the Los Angeles City Council be requested to amend the working documents for Neighborhood and Community Councils, thereby allowing N.C./C.C.’s the right to appeal city department decisions.

MOTION (by Dee Olomajeye, seconded by Sandy Varga): to accept the above proposed Motion #1.

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.
b. Accounting/Audit of both 5117 Parking Funds and Quimby Funds


MOTION (by Dee Olomajeye, seconded by John Riordan): to accept the above proposed Motion #2.

DISCUSSION: Deanna Stevenson related that there’ll be a Quimby (the 1975 State of California Quimby Act and subsequent Amendments) funding meeting next week.

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.
c. Moratorium on new super-graphic bill boards and off-site advertising signs


MOTION (by Dee Olomajeye, seconded by Sandy Varga): to accept the above proposed Motion #3.

DISCUSSION: It was noted that billboard companies keep suing the City.

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.
d. Mechanism and fine system to alleviate traffic gridlock at major street intersections


MOTION (by Dee Olomajeye, seconded by John Riordan): to accept the above proposed Motion #4.

DISCUSSION: This is to help ensure enforcement of existing laws.

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.
e. Allow NCs the right to appeal City Department decisions


MOTION (by Dee Olomajeye, seconded by Sandy Varga): to accept the above proposed Motion #5.

DISCUSSION: Stakeholder Joseph Zimring believes this “would create tremendous confusion . . . and bog down the [NC] . . . [NCs] would compete against each other . . . and take up a tremendous amount of time and resources,” adding that “big interests will put [NCs] in the middle” and that this Motion wouldn’t increase NC powers.  Sandy Varga stated that “major projects are coming that will have a humongous impact on the community” and that out-of-area projects can greatly impact our area.  Dee Olomajeye expressed that the NC shouldn’t act based on fear.  Todd Robinson is concerned that the PNC could become a “dumping ground” for projects that “sophisticated” NCs don’t support.  

Dee Olomajeye agreed to TABLE this Motion.

b) Secretary


MOTION (by Sandy Varga, seconded by John Riordan): to accept the Minutes of the November 3, 2008 General Board Meeting as written.

MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.
c) Treasurer
Jason Buchalter distributed and explained the “[PNC] 2008-09 Budget . . . 7/1/08 – 11/1/08.”  There was discussion regarding budgeted versus encumbered funds and improving the Budget format, which is “excellent.”  The “Community Improvement” subtotal was corrected to 47,000 from “42,000,” making the “Budget” “Total” $83,000, not “$78,000.”

d) Transportation and Road Works
[This Item was addressed after Item #8.]  Rich Waters, of the Pico NC, noted that Caltrans isn’t enforcing laws on Venice Boulevard, which is technically a State Highway.  Dee Olomajeye agreed to agendize this Item for the next General Board Meeting.
e) Non-profit Representative Report; Motion: Allocation of up to $7,000 for the Rancho Palms Public Library
[This Item was addressed after Item #7f.]  Terry Robinson reported that there was no Meeting this month and that the Library hasn’t completed the list of books they want to buy.  It was agreed to TABLE the proposed Motion.  She suggested having a community “Art Walk.”
f) Planning and Land Use
[This Item was addressed after Item #7d.]  There was no report at this time and Todd Robinson yielded his time to Rich Waters.

g) Outreach: Motion: Allocation of $700 to sponsor 10 Families of four each from the Palms Area to attend the “Winter Wonderland” Event to be held in CD10.
[This Item was addressed after Item #5.]  Neal Anderberg reported that the above, sponsored by L.A. City District 10 Councilman Herb Wesson (323-733-8233; lacity.org/council/cd10), will include food, snow and more.

MOTION (by Neal Anderberg, seconded by Sandy Varga): to allocate $700 to sponsor 10 families of up to four people each from the Palms area to attend the “Winter Wonderland” event to be held in CD10.

DISCUSSION: The Councilman uses discretionary funds and donations to fund this event.

It was agreed to AMEND THE MOTION to read as follows:

MOTION (by Neal Anderberg, seconded by Sandy Varga): to allocate $700 towards enabling at least 10 families from the Palms area to attend the “Winter Wonderland” holiday event to be held in CD10.

AMENDED MOTION PASSED unanimously by a voice vote.

h) Board Projects: Update on Phi/LA Tour and Motor Avenue Tree and beautification project.  Overviews, Westside NC Alliance Report, Pacific Division Toy Drive
[This Item was addressed after Item #7e.]  Dee Olomajeye reported that, on Motor Avenue, 80 trees will be replaced with 120.  The City Forestry Department will present this to the Forestry Board and a public hearing will be held.  Many organizations are assisting and all trees are being donated.  The Phi/LA event is on hold.  She spoke above about the Westside NC Alliance in Item #7 above.  Toy Drive volunteers are needed for the December 13th LAPD Pacific Division event.
i) Website Ad-Hoc Committee Update

[This Item was addressed after Item #7g.]  Scott Merritt explained website construction and that it can be changed at any time.  He can construct a full website by February.
8.  PNC Strategic Planning: Two 4-hour sessions in January
[This Item was addressed after Item #7c.]  Dee Olomajeye explained that some Board Members want to focus energy and resources more.  Deanna Stevenson described DONE goal-setting workshops.  Rich Waters encouraged having the event on one day.  It was agreed to have the event on Saturday, January 17th, from 10:00 a.m. until a time to be determined.
9.  City Budget Survey: (Stevenson)
[This Item was addressed after Item #8h.]  Dee Olomajeye asked that everyone who hasn’t already done so to please complete the Budget Survey now.
10. Assembly business
There was no additional Assembly business.
11. Adjournment
Dee Olomajeye ADJOURNED the Meeting without any objections at 8:56 p.m.
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