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Minutes of the fifty-first meeting of the

Palms Neighborhood Council (PNC) and its Representative Assembly

Wednesday, September 3, 2008
IMAN Center, 3376 Motor Avenue, Palms, California, U.S.A.

1.  Call to order, welcome and new facilitator election
President and Acting Secretary Dee Olomajeye called the meeting to order at 7:09 p.m. and announced that another Board Member needs to be elected as the Facilitator.

 2.  Roll call

Roll call was taken by Ms. Olomajeye.

Members present:

Todd Robinson, Vice-President

Jason Buchalter, Treasurer

M. Dee Olomajeye, President

Neal James Anderberg, Palms Depot Business

Mate “Matt” Gaspar, Overland Residential

John Riordan, Pacific Electric Business (late)

Terry Robinson, Non-Profits

Sandy Varga, Charnock Ranch Business

Members absent: Lori Donahoo, Palms West Residential

Eight of the nine Board Members were present at the beginning of the Meeting, which is a quorum, and the business of the Council could be conducted.  Also attending were six Stakeholders and guests.
3.  Public forum
Jason Buchalter announced that the Charnock Road School Academic Performance Index showed a 17% increase over last year; the new school library that the NC helped fund may be helping.  Terry Robinson announced that State 47th District Assembly Majority Leader Karen Bass

     (323-937-4747; http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a47/) will attend the September 20th Health Fair at Rancho Cienega Park.

4.  Announcements: Assembly vacancies: Motor Residential, Exposition Residential, Studio Residential
Dee Olomajeye encouraged Stakeholders to apply for Board openings, including Secretary.  Stakeholder Marissa Stewart announced the next Neighborhood Watch Meeting, with police officers, September 25th at 6:30 p.m., at Cuchina Paradiso Restaurant in the Palmer Room.
5.  Board Appointment (Dee Olomajeye): Appointment of Todd Robinson as Vice-President of Palms Neighborhood Council.
Ms. Olomajeye proposed appointing Todd Robinson as the Vice-President.

MOTION (by Sandy Varga, seconded by Neal Anderberg): to appoint Todd Robinson as the Vice President.

MOTION PASSED by a unanimous voice vote.

6.  Government Representative Announcements & Reports (including presentation from LAPD – Captain De La Torre and Holiday Toy Drive report from Officer Heidi Llanes)
Jennifer Badger, of L.A. City District Five Councilman Jack Weiss’ office (310-289-0353; jennifer.badger@lacity.org), announced that the National/Rose/Mentone stoplight is working.  The home invasion robbery suspect was caught.  She distributed “Weiss Wire” newsletters, reviewed some headlines, and distributed a “Sidewalk Reconstruction 50/50 Voluntary Partnership Program” flyer.

Dee Olomajeye distributed a “2008 Holiday Toy Giveaway” flyer.  Heidi Llanes, LAPD Pacific Division Senior Lead Officer (310-622-3970; 26837@lapd.lacity.org), introduced herself and explained the event and its community importance, especially during the holiday season.  There’ll be food and they’re expecting almost 4,000 people.  She’s asking for NC funding support.  It’ll be December 13th from 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  The $1,194 cost includes artificial snow, tents and chairs.  She also announced a September 20th Open House, 10:00 – 2:00, at the Pacific Division Station.  There’ll be station tours, horses, SWAT team members, and police dogs.

7.  New Fire Station Open House Report: (Olomajeye/Anderberg)
Neal Anderberg noted that Dee Olomajeye received, on behalf of the community, a Certificate of Service from L.A. City District 10 Councilman Herb Wesson (lacity.org/council/cd10) for the NC’s efforts.  Ms. Olomajeye read the Certificate and noted that it’ll be in a plaque hanging in Fire Station 43, which is LEED certified.  They recognized the NC’s contribution to their recent Open House, at which 30 Stakeholders signed up for more NC information.  The Fire Station was featured in a City-made documentary on new Fire Stations.  There was discussion about recognizing the IMAN Center for their community contributions.  Jennifer Badger offered to follow up.  

8.  Reports from Committees, Officers, and Working Groups


a) Secretary (Olomajeye): Approval of Minutes from 8/8/08 Board Meeting.


MOTION (by Sandy Varga, seconded by Terry Robinson): to approve the Minutes of the August 6, 2008 General Board Meeting.

DISCUSSION: a correction is requested to page three, Item 9) c) Transportation and Road Works, as follows: “Also, the Vegan Joint . . .” should read “Also, according to LADOT, the Vegan Joint . . .”  Also, “requested that traffic flow . . .” should read “requested that parking be allowed on the west sides and traffic flow . . .”

MOTION PASSED by a unanimous voice vote.

b) Treasurer (Buchalter)
Jason Buchalter distributed and explained the “[PNC] 2008-09 Budget, Prepared 9/3/08.”  Dee Olomajeye explained that DONE (the L.A. Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment) (213-485-1360; lacityneighborhoods.com) is concerned regarding allocations of $1,000 or more, which need to be specifically described.  Mr. Buchalter described and others agreed with the concern regarding event allocations accountability.  DONE may distribute some allocations on a partial basis as accountability reports are produced as per “due diligence” and “specific, measurable” results.  There was extensive discussion regarding creating accountability, which DONE says is “a problem across the NC system.”

c) Transportation and Road Works (Gaspar and Donahoo)
Matt Gaspar reported that the Committee met Thursday.  Parking will be allowed by DOT (the L.A. Dept. of Transportation) on the west side of Westwood Blvd and he’s waiting to hear from them regarding this.  There was extensive discussion regarding neighborhood notice, safety, and traffic flow.  He’ll e-mail DOT regarding sending a courtesy notice to residents.  Jennifer Badger will follow up with DOT.

d) Nonprofit representative (Terry Robinson)
Terry Robinson reported that the Committee’s first Meeting was last month, at which two groups were represented.  She reviewed the Committee’s work, noting that they discussed having an inter-faith faire.  She may ask for an allocation to buy books for the local library through the “Friends of the Library.”

e) Planning and Land Use (Todd Robinson)
Todd Robinson reported that the Committee met last Wednesday.  They discussed the 9901 Washington Blvd. project, about which the developer said he “added a lot of parking spaces” to what a normal amount of parking spaces would be.  The project will have 131 “quite small” very-low-income units.  The developer will be at the next Meeting.  Quimby (the 1975 State of California Quimby Act and subsequent Amendments) fees may be applied to new rental units, to generate open space revenue; this is being considered and is favored by the City Council.  Some Quimby money “may be available to purchase open space.”

f) Outreach (Anderberg): Web Development update, domain name. Updates on Palms Banners, 2008 Bike Rodeo, other activities.
Neal Anderberg reported that the Webmaster has “four pages . . . waiting to be worked on.”  He’s working on establishing an NC domain name.  Lori Donahoo has been working on new banners installations, costing $7,000 for approximately 26 banners.

MOTION (by Neal Anderberg, seconded by Todd Robinson): to allocate $7,000 for repair and replacement of Palms Street Banners.

DISCUSSION: It was noted that this is a separate banner project from the NC banners.

MOTION PASSED by a unanimous voice vote.

MOTION (by Neal Anderberg, seconded by Jason Buchalter): to allocate $600 for KidSafe funding for the 2008 Bike Rodeo.


DISCUSSION: KidSafe is a bicycle identification program.  The NC’s logo will be on the ID cards.

MOTION PASSED by a unanimous voice vote.

The next Committee Meeting is September 17th; the Bike Rodeo and more will be discussed.

g) Projects (Olomajeye): New Committee Meeting dates. Update on Phi/LA Tour and Motor Ave. Tree and beautification project. Overview, Westside NC Alliance Report. 
Sandy Varga announced that the next Phi/LA Committee Meeting will be September 15th.  Sound equipment purchased will be available for all area NC events.  There will be a September 18th Meeting at 6:30pm for the Motor Ave. Tree and Beautification Project, and an October 7th “information session” for public comment.  Trees will be donated; there was discussion regarding maintenance.  Dead bottle bushes will be removed.  Dee Olomajeye announced that 11 NCs participated in the first Westside NC Alliance Meeting; there was brainstorming about problems, agendas and goals.  The next Meeting will be October 22nd, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at Loyola Marymount University.

The Holiday Toy Drive snow machine will cost $2,814.  There was extensive discussion regarding event promotion and publicity, and its value for NC outreach and the community.

MOTION (by Dee Olomajeye, seconded by Sandy Varga): to allocate an additional $1,000 for the LAPD Holiday Toy Drive for toys and/or tent and table rentals.

MOTION PASSED with five in favor and two opposed.

9.  Board Retreat
Dee Olomajeye announced that the Board’s Retreat will be held during the November 5th assembly meeting.

10. Assembly business
Neal Anderberg noted that the LAPD Open House is on the same day as another Heal the Bay event.  Heal the Bay and others will have a coastal clean-up on September 28th, 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

11. Adjournment
Dee Olomajeye suggested and it was agreed to adjourn the Meeting at 9:08 p.m.
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