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Minutes of the fifty-ninth meeting of the

Palms Neighborhood Council (PNC) and its Representative Assembly

General Board Meeting
Wednesday, March 4, 2009
IMAN Center, 3376 Motor Avenue, Palms, California, U.S.A.

1.  Call to order and welcome
Moderator Lori Donahoo called the meeting to order at 7:11 p.m.
2.  Roll call

Roll call was taken by Secretary Niall MacMenamin.  Members present:

M. Dee Olomajeye, President

Todd Robinson, Vice-President

Niall MacMenamin, Secretary

Neal James Anderberg, Palms Depot Business

Lori Donahoo, Palms West Residential
Mate “Matt” Gaspar, Overland Residential (late)
Malia Jones, Exposition Residential
John Riordan, Pacific Electric Business
Terry Robinson, Non-Profits

Sandy Varga, Charnock Ranch Business
Members absent: Jason Buchalter, Treasurer; and Bernie Thurman, Studio Residential.
Nine of the twelve Board Members were present at the beginning of the Meeting, which is a quorum, and the business of the Council could be conducted.  Also attending: nine Stakeholders and guests.
3.  Public forum

There were no comments.
4.  Announcements: Assembly vacancies: Motor Residential Representative 

Lori Donahoo announced the Motor Avenue Rep. position availability and encouraged volunteering.
5.  Government Representative Announcements & Reports 

March 3rd Election Update: (Olomajeye)  

Jennifer Badger, L.A. City West Area Rep. of Neighborhood and Community Services (310-479-3823; jennifer.badger@lacity.org), distributed a “City of Los Angeles 2009-10 Budget Process” poster and reported that Budget Day was held and the City Budget will be presented by the Mayor in April.  Also, the LAPD (L.A. Police Dept.) has its largest force ever.
Len Nguyen, Field Rep. for L.A. City District 11 Councilman Bill Rosendahl (310-575-8461; len.nguyen@lacity.org) said that he’s also speaking on behalf of Mark Davis, Council Aide for L.A. City District Five Councilman Jack Weiss (310-289-0353; mark.davis@lacity.org), and distributed and reviewed “Comments on grade crossing analysis for the Exposition Corridor Project Phase 2.”  The “Comments” are especially regarding the crossings at Overland, Sepulveda, Westwood, Centinela and Barrington; “others are expected to be elevated.”  He encouraged NC support.

Liz Carlin, Deputy for L.A. City District 10 Councilman Herb Wesson (323-733-8233; elizabeth.carlin@lacity.org), distributed flyers about and announced a City Housing Dept. program [213-808-8935; leadsafehomes@lahd.lacity.org] “to change lead-based paint to lead-free paint,” and a City water conservation ordinance [www.bewaterwise.com].
Juan Ceja, LAPD Pacific Division Senior Lead Officer (310-482-6334; 32929@lapd.lacity.org), distributed and explained a Neighborhood Watch signs bid handout and described how street signs can be manufactured with a “protective overlay” to be easier to resist stickers, remove graffiti and last longer.  Fifty signs, including the protective overlay, would cost $1,100.  There’ve been 12 reported residential burglaries in the last three days in the sign area.  Motor vehicle burglaries and auto thefts are way up; don’t leave bags or valuables in vehicles.  Officer Ceja explained future neighborhood security plans.  There was discussion regarding the sign ordering quantity.
6.
Reports from Committees, Officers, and Working Groups

a) President.  Update on strategic Planning Meeting; present copies of the Minutes; update on website; WRAC; choose date for our next Strategic Planning Meeting with DONE; new business cards; e-mail trouble; other. 

[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #6) e).]  Dee Olomajeye will finalize the (January 31st) Strategic Planning Meeting Minutes; DONE (the L.A. Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment) proposed the next Meeting to be Tuesday, April 14th, 6:00-8:00 p.m.  Webmaster Scott Merritt announced that the website has been online for two weeks; past events information and photos can be added, and past Meeting information is archived.  Ms. Olomajeye announced a Neighborhoods, USA Conference May 20-23 in Spokane, Washington [www.nusa.org; 419-927-4710].  Neal Anderberg will follow up about NC business cards.
Officer Ceja displayed a poster about and announced the LAPD Pacific Division Carnival, March 20-22, which supports the DAPS (Deputy Auxiliary Police) and Explorer Programs for youth.  There’ll be entertainment and educational activities.  The event is free to attend and ride tickets are on sale.  See http://eveningofcommunity.com/Schedule__Calendar_.html.
b) Secretary
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #6) g).]
MOTION (by Niall MacMenamin, seconded by Lori Donahoo): to accept the February 4, 2009 General Board Meeting Minutes as written.

MOTION PASSED by unanimous voice vote.

c) Treasurer
Jason Buchalter was not present and there was no report.
d) Transportation and Road Works
i.
Sandy Varga and Malia Jones will talk about the Expo line.

Matt Gaspar distributed and reviewed a recommendations list for suggested mitigation measures regarding “the Expo Phase 2 Light rail EIR.”  Officer Ceja suggested adding security measures to the list.  There was extensive discussion regarding security and safety, environmental quality, and aesthetics issues and measures for the Expo Line stations.
MOTION (by Lori Donahoo, seconded by Neal Anderberg): to accept the Transportation and Road Works Committee recommendations regarding mitigation measures for the Expo Phase 2 Light Rail EIR.

MOTION PASSED by unanimous voice vote.
e) Nonprofit Representative.  Allocation of up to $7,000 for the Palms-Rancho Park Public Library for books in Farsi, Hindi, Spanish and Korean.

[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #5).]  Terry Robinson explained that the City expects NCs to support their local libraries.  Maggie Johnson, Palms-Rancho Park Library Branch Manager, [310-202-4583; mjohnson@lapl.org], added that she’d addressed the Nonprofit Committee about this allocation helping to expand the Library’s Foreign Language Department.  Palms-Rancho Park has the highest materials circulation in the City.  Tapes are especially needed.  The Library is available for Committee Meetings.  Terry Robinson noted that the allocation, which was approved by the Committee, would go “directly” to vendors to buy books, including taped.
MOTION (by Terry Robinson, seconded by Niall MacMenamin): to allocate up to $7,000 for the Palms-Rancho Park Public Library for books in Farsi, Hindi, Spanish and Korean.
DISCUSSION: Stakeholder Joseph Zimring encouraged making an allocation “in conjunction with some kind of event” to “highlight what [the NC] is doing.”  Ms. Johnson described successful community outreach efforts and that books could be identified as having been bought with NC funds.  Lori Donahoo would like a further breakdown of what books would be purchased with the allocation, and how the purchase could be connected with a community event.
MOTION to TABLE (by Lori Donahoo, seconded by Niall MacMenamin): to TABLE the Motion to allocate up to $7,000 for the Palms-Rancho Park Public Library for books in Farsi, Hindi, Spanish and Korean.

MOTION to TABLE PASSED by unanimous voice vote.

f) Planning and Land Use
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #6) d).]  Todd Robinson spoke about the proposal for the old bank property at Overland Ave. and Washington Blvd.  It’s 135 mixed-use units on that and an adjacent lot.  The Committee is discussing design possibilities with the developer.  There’ll be four residential floors of studio and one-bedroom apartments on top of two commercial floors.  The commercial entrance will be on Washington Blvd. and the residential entrance on Keystone Ave., with valet parking for commercial and residential guests (not for residents).  Todd asked for feedback about density preferences.
g) Outreach
Neal Anderberg described outreach material that’ll arrive, including one with the PNC and YMCA logos.  Palms Cycle [310-838-9644, 3770 Motor Ave.] installed a bulletin board for PNC notices.  The South Robertson NC asked the PNC if it wants to partner in an environmental effort.
h) Projects: CD5 Candidates Forum, Projects Meeting day and time, second Wed. of each month
i.
April 4 as part of UCLA's National Public Health Week – a Pedestrian Environmental Quality Assessment (PEQA) will be conducted. We need volunteers!
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #6) a).]  Malia Jones distributed flyers and announced that UCLA’s Students of Color for Public Health is doing a walkability study of Palms as a community project; crosswalks, shade trees, and more will be studied Saturday, April 4th, 12:00-4:00.  Community members and students will do it and two-hour trainings will be April 2nd and 4th.
7.  Assembly business
[This Agenda Item was addressed after Item #6) b).]  Sandy Varga announced a new CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) training class (cert-la.com, lafdcert@lacity.org) starting March 12th for seven consecutive Thursdays from 7:00-9:30 p.m. at Fire Station 43.  Stakeholder Pauline Stout asked if Committee Chairs could e-mail Committee Meeting Agendas; Niall MacMenamin encouraged e-mailing Agendas to him for distribution.
8.  Adjournment

Lori Donahoo declared and it was agreed to ADJOURN the Meeting at 9:11 p.m.
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